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COLEMAN CANADA OFFERS NEW DEVICE TO FACILITATE DIVERSION,  
RECYCLING OF NON-REFILLABLE PROPANE CYLINDERS 

New Green Key Tool Is First Step in Making Empties Recyclable 

WICHITA, Kan. (June 4, 2008) – Rolling off the production line this spring is the patent-pending 

Coleman® Green Key® tool, the first step in facilitating the recycling of used single-trip, non-

refillable propane cylinders. 

The ubiquitous green cylinders are familiar to campers all over North America and to 

almost anyone else who has used a portable, propane-powered cooking, heating or lighting device outside. 

However, unlike their large bulk tank cousins, these small single-trip cylinders are not refillable, 

and when disposed of, most have found their way to landfill waste sites. With the Green Key 

tool, Coleman Canada, a Division of Sunbeam Corporation (Canada) Ltd., provides consumers 

with the opportunity to assist in the recycling of every cylinder.  

In Canada sealed propane cylinders are classified as a hazardous waste, no matter how 

much or how little fuel they contain. However, after the user has purged a cylinder by using it on 

an appliance until the fuel supply is exhausted, and after a Green Key tool is inserted into the cylinder valve, 

the interior of the cylinder is permanently opened to the atmosphere and – after a short period of time – there 

is no longer any pressure or flammable vapour remaining. 

“By educating consumers, parks, municipalities and the recycling industry, we want to make the  

Green Key tool an easily recognized symbol that a propane cylinder is open, has no propane left in it and, 

therefore, provides the opportunity for it to be transported, handled and recycled as scrap metal,” said Darrell 

Neugebauer, Coleman’s director of burning appliances and fuels. 

Expanding Recycling Programs for More Waste Diversion 

Because cylinders without Green Key tools are hazardous waste, municipalities will require the ability 

to separate vented cylinders from other cylinders before they can accept them in curbside collection. Until 

these concerns are addressed, municipalities may use other methods of collection that will allow them to 

divert vented cylinders for immediate sale so that they can benefit from their value as scrap metal. 
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GREEN KEY CANADA – ADD ONE 

Coleman is offering technical and other assistance to municipalities in Canada to assist them in 

developing curbside collection programs that will accept the vented cylinders. 

“Coleman and other manufacturers combined produce millions of single-trip propane cylinders 

annually, creating a tremendous opportunity for a new source of recycled steel,” Neugebauer said. “With the 

Green Key tool, we hope that propane cylinder recycling eventually will become as routine as steel can 

recycling. In the meantime, consumers may be interested to know that Coleman’s propane cylinders – like 

many other steel products on the market today – are made with an average minimum of 25 percent recycled 

content.” 

Beginning in June 2008, the Green Key tool will be packaged inside the cap of most Coleman-branded 

propane cylinders and soon after will be available at select sporting goods and camping equipment retailers 

in Canada. Cylinders with the Green Key tool included will be clearly marked, so consumers will know 

which propane cylinders come with the tool. The Green Key tools also will be sold separately, in packages of 

six. Consumers can find participating retailers at www.colemancanada.ca. 

For more information, see the separate Green Key Tool Q&A Fact Sheet. 

Coleman® and Green Key® are registered trademarks of The Coleman Company, Inc. 

As an international leader in the innovation and marketing of outdoor products, The Coleman Company, Inc., 
helps people have fun and make memories by providing the gear integral to their favorite outdoor 
experiences. The company’s products include its legendary lanterns and stoves, as well as coolers, tents, 
sleeping bags, airbeds, backpacks, furniture, and grills under its Coleman®, Exponent® and Campingaz® 
brands. The company also provides flotation devices, towables, rainwear, waders, hunting and fishing gear, 
and safety and survival equipment under its Stearns®, Sevylor®, Sospenders®, Hodgman®, Nevin®, Helium® 
and Mad Dog Gear® brands. Founded in 1900 and based in Wichita, Kan., Coleman is a wholly owned 
subsidiary of Jarden Corporation and can be found online at www.coleman.com. Consumers in Canada can 
call 800-387-6161 or contact us online at www.colemancanada.ca/contactus. Note to Media: News releases 
and images are available upon request or can be downloaded at www.coleman.com/newsroom. 

Jarden Corporation is a leading provider of niche consumer products used in and around the home. Jarden operates in 
three primary business segments through a number of well recognized brands, including: Branded Consumables: Ball®, 
Bee®, Bicycle®, Crawford®, Diamond®, Dicon®, First Alert®, Forster®, Hoyle®, Java Log®, Kerr®, Lehigh®, Leslie-
Locke®, Loew-Cornell® and Pine Mountain®; Consumer Solutions: Bionaire®, Crock-Pot®, FoodSaver®, Harmony®, 
Health o meter®, Holmes®, Mr. Coffee®, Oster®, Patton®, Rival®, Seal-a-Meal®, Sunbeam®, VillaWare® and White 
Mountain™; and Outdoor Solutions: Abu Garcia®, Berkley®, Campingaz®, Coleman®, Fenwick®, Gulp®, JT®, K2®, 
Marker®, Marmot®, Mitchell®, Penn®, Rawlings®, Shakespeare®, Stearns®, Stren®, Trilene®, and Volkl®. Headquartered 
in Rye, N.Y., Jarden has over 25,000 employees worldwide. For more information, please visit www.jarden.com. 
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